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WIGHT ATTACKS
The effeot in World War II,

A military histéry momograph.

Gentlemen, my subjeot for disoussion for the next thirty minutes is omn
night attacks and their effect on operations in the war just completed.
You will recall a statement during a oonference on the tank battalion in
the Tactiss Department here at The Armored Sohool that night attacks should
be more the rule in the future and less the exoeption, With this faot in miad,
I decided to find out to what extent might attacks were used in World War II,
Were they extensively used or were there only a few tried? How swooessful were
these attacks? Were they as dsngerous to employ in combat & s day attaeks?
These are noni of the questions which you have wondered about and whioh I h;n
sought the snswer im the this presemtation.

The latest thought on the use of armor along with the infantry as & tomm
in night work is shown in a Tassios Department training memorandum cntitlod
"The Tank-Infantry ecordinatien in the Armored Pivision™

"Night AStacks by the team should be stressed. If oonditions permit,

our forees should attask twenty-four hours a day: the necessary rest to be
obtained by rotatiom of wmits. Rest is relative- food and sleep for the advanocing
soldier 1s vietories. Once the enemy has been jolted off hlmo,:vtrythi.ng
is %0 Po .ggin?d by maintaining relentless and unceasing pressure.

h;&or faot which wassbrowght out in the conference noted above and which
helped to influemas me ia & choiee of subjest for this momograph was & digoussion
of the element of surprise in the employment of the tank battalion in the armored
division. it was steted then hat attaoks failed due to the fact that the enemy
could judge the time of attack apid therefore they were not mrpriiod.omo there
was no unexpested time of attack, hrthornro.,it was an error to assume that
12 attacks wr‘?i"epttmkiu time omly during deylight hours,that the ememy
would mot be prepareds In other words,to gain surprise,attecks had to be launched,
not only at first light, at moom, or duriag the last light of day, but also
at various ho'uraldnrin; darkness. The question then arose in my thoughts as to
just how often were attacks varled enough in time during the twenty-four hours

%0 gain surprise. This was quickly snswered in a study of the After Aotion Report ;

 ? -—
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of the 2nd Armored Division. Buring the memth of Aygikds; 1944 in the "Cobra"
operation, (south from Saint Lo), the following was noted as an example of

2
time ot: g.ttuokn:

010600 Combet Command Just south of 8t. Lo )

040600 » Advenced 12 miles )
050800 " . Toward VIRE )
060800 " " now )
080800 " "

A
A
A
B
B
100600 Task Foroce, CC A
121100 cm:ae Command B Advenced 800 yards)

A

B

A

A

B

A

Little resistance )
" " )

(
(
f’ Thru 28th Infentry Division)
(
(

£
g

Here is evidence of little variation in early merning attacks, which was

found to be typical of many of our units. It cen be seen that none of the

thirteen exsmples were night attaoks. It was found that night attacks

oomx“%d so infrequently that it would be s guestion of searching thru all
After Aotion Reports to ascertain this fact. In the exsmple listed above
there may well have been some m; sosle night operations that were not

recorded. It was found that there were very few night attacks of armor
oompared to daylight attacks, Durimg this half hour I will oite various
examples of night attacks sud the reason for their lauwnching. 8o far it may

be said there is no set method in their exeoution, however from a review of
various observer reports, the problems presemted and the development of the
night attack is noteworthy., I shall emdsavor in the ‘olosing pages to offer

an oxample of a night attack of & cawalry squadron in whieh I partioipated

as assistant S-3 in Luxembourg in order to emphasise some Mtorn not

otherwise breught out,

Before s disocussion of night operations is begun, it must be stated that
20 attempt has been made to compare the losses of night attacks with day attacks.
Some commanders have cited instances where persomnel losses were less than
daylight, others stated that losses were threefold at night. After Astion

Reports and casuslty 1ists may be able to give us this infermatien.™¥

. (3 » 0re sion,Augast, sDebe, 1&le

S.Mackle and Brackett, Report of Observatioms in the BET0,27 April,1945,p.1.
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Heweover,s studyiof tho~ resulss of the action sowth of St. Lo of the 2ad
Armored Divigion did not reveal a breakdown of personnel losses into those
ooccurring in day or night attaoka.‘

Lot us next seek some definition of a night attack. It is not to de misconstrue
with an operatiom a$ night wherein a ocolumn of foeot troops or of vehioles
travel over a road for some 30 miles without meeting enemy evem though they
are behind enemy lines. A night attack of any type must have the following
charaoteristics: First, it must have a limited objeetive, The operations in
the hedgerow country of Normandy, for exsmple, will limit this distance to
the objective to not over 300 yards. 5 The seme may be said for jungle waxfare
or opersatiems in fog and smoke. Although the latter must be accomplished in a
short time,jhe usual night attack is comparatively slow due -to various inherant
difﬁ.cultiu.

i’ho second requirement for might attacks to be & success and insure less
sasualties is thoreugh,detailed but simple planning.® The more detail in
planning the executiom of the attack, the lees chanoce of losing units and the
more probability that all arms will resoh the objeotive.

In order to gain surprise, whioh is a very important feature when laumching
& night attack, seoresy becomes & third faotor in making for sucoess. The time
of attack must be kept sesret,gspecially if rehearsals are held in rear areas.
The wse of vanks in the attack wuswally defeats the purpose., The noige of
approaching tanks may be overoome by employing artillery and mortars to drown
out the tenks. This loss of seoresy by tamke may well be one of the reascmns
infentry eaploy night attacks with more rrcqumy.7

A fourth factor whioch is necessary for success of the night attack is
deteiled day and night recemnaissance. This must de started during daylight
and oontinued up to the time of attack in order to mote any changes in enemy
defemses for the aight., Visits by all occumanders down to Sank orews to forward

OPs for stud§ of terraim, routes,pnd disposition of enemy forces are roquirod.“'

4. After Aotion Report,2nd Armored Division,August,1944,141.
5« Robertson,Maj.Gen, ,Combat Operations # 29,156 August,1944,,p.1c Eq.12thA.Gp,

6. Ibig,?.lo

T« Starlings,P.N.Col.,Current Questions regarding Infantry Oponticm in tho
) m " m.l’“.’.l.
s. !‘.l. 17-38, Tank Battalion,Becember,1944,pp2l14-215,
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Other fastors which eharacterise night attacks inelude detailed orders,
signals by oontrolling. units for idemtification of persomnel and vehicles,
oontrol of the direotion of movement to the objeotive, and a detailed plan
of reorgamisation on the objeotive or of withdrawal in the event the objective is
not reached.” 8pecial training of all perscumel for coordination and might
vision 1is a prerequesite, ‘
Aireview of some of the difficulties that are inheremt to night operations
are loss of oontrol of units, diffioulty of movement, mainteining directiom,
and aocurasy of fise. Our Field Manual 33.352,the "Tank Company"”, states:
"Tanks move with diffioulty after dark,even over Imewn terrain, and their fire
is then less ascurste. Exceptionally they may be used for aight attacks.
Their chief value when 80 employed lies in their merale effect upon enemy

infantry and their shook sectiecm.” 1°

Seme of these diffioulties may be overcome by sontrolling the direction of
movement, that is by mot changing the direstion of the attack to the objeotive;

by using the compass, byusing tracers to show boundaries, by using white phocphor“
star shells or searchlights te illui.mte the target. Other eontrolling fastors
are the use of dismounted guides snd markers in the spproack march, moving

forward under a time schedule, and by comoentrations of artillery on the objective

overy few ninntn.n

Also aiding in overceming difficulties is the issueing of
ocomplete, dotailed, yet simple orders inoluding clear end definite assembly
areas, attack pesitions, line ef departure,ebjective, time of attaock, rate of
advance, formatiom, route or some markings and rally points for each subordinate
unit,'? Bignals 01d in oversoming diffioulties suoh ss prearranged 1ights for
supporting fire oontrol, flares to indiecate objective reached,colored flashlights
for eontrolling tenk elements, and pyrotechniocs. Signals must be simple, pasy te
recognise and easily remembered. Mutual troop identification may be helped by
painting white markers on the back of turrets and by pasting white tape om the '
back of men's helmets.'?

The meshenies of night attack when tanks end infantry werk together - «

9. Ibid.,p.!lb.
10. F. N, 17-32, Tenk Cempany, November,1944,p.146,
1l F.M.17-33, Tenk Battalien,December,1944,p.216,
12' nid Po 2170

18. Tﬂt p.218.
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inoreases the difficuljy. One tamk and one squad of infantry make up the
basio tesm. The infantry in the approach march precede the tanks, ride em
them, follow or flank the tamks. In the attack the infemtrymen usually walk
abreast of or behind the tanks. When terrain is bad, the tanks follow the
infantry ina suwppert or flank the infantry, for exsmple when passing thru woods.
Tankers will engage the enemy machine gun fire, while the infantry takes cover,
Firing of tracers will show the target to the friendly forces and the mussle
flash of enemy guns will be sufficient to bring fire from the tanks, 14

Thus it may be stated that to give a definitiom of might attacks,it was
necessary to give the characteristics amd diffioculties. There are no set rules -
eince all situations are different. Howsver, I quote the following from our
Field Service Regulations: " In spite of the imherent diffioulties of the
operation, night attecks have assumed major importance as empleyed by troops
especially trained to overoome the diffiwglties of the operatiom and exploit
its advanteges.” 18 You may wonder as to the fact that if night attacks are
80 difficult to eondust,especially with tanks, why 1s it that some commanders
use them. It was noted thet losses may or may not be inoreased, Let us see
why night attesks were used in the war. Reasons for attacking at night are

stated in thi Field Service Regulations thus: ™ Night attacks are made to‘ocuplcto

or exploit a success, to gain importamt terrain for further operstioma, to

avoid heavy losses which would be inocurred by attacks in daylight over cpen
- tersain, or to attract hostile reserves." 16 Another reason is given in a
manual on " Far Bastern Warfars:" " An attacker, relatively weaker in supporting

weapons and air support, msy employ night attacks to meet the enemy on mere

oqual terms of close combat,” 17

Now, if we have & remgiim for attacking et night, what time at night are
attecks made? There are some rules to be followeds

" An attack launched during the first héurs 6f darimess may strike the
enemy before he has had time to orgenize his position or his artillery
support, and it enticipates possidle enemy night attacks. If it continues
from the day, it serves to maintain pressure en the enemy, prevents him
from meling & ocompact defense,snd strikes at a time when enemy control

is disorganised, An attack during the last hours of darkness may be used

as & preliminary operstion to & gemoral attack at daybreak, giving the c: :.
defender no time to reorgsnize before the daylight attack.” 18

Y4, IbTd. p.218.

16. Eight Combat",F.M, 100-§,June,1944,p.241.

l’c Ivide po 2432,

17. gkt Operations! Fur Eastern Warfare,September, 1943 pl2e.

18. !!!:do pe 128,
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Night attecks,gs we have noted,are special operstions. Its' eharscter and
diffioulties in operation are numereus snd uniquo. The training and deficiemcdes
in our troops at the beg{nning of the war is indiceted by the following observer r»-

reports. The first is ?Aon a report en the Tunisien fromt on 10 March,1943:

* Until the present time the Germsn and his allies have shown & decided
disglike for might eperstions except for night infiltratioms and patrols

of infantry. Omoe he attacked with armor without adeguate resemnsisssnce
between 9 and 10 at night. This attack was smeared with deoided less %o

the eaemy,with our troops (Remger Battalion) highly suceeseful,with high loss
to the enemy and high morale to our troops. Rcogenaiuunoo must be aoocurate =
and intelligent and a map study must be made."

And agsin at SBEITLA in Twnis om April 30, 1943 smother observer said:

" I phgorweldly & German tank raid at night whioh so panicked one unit, it
fled leaving & large smount of material. Such is the result of inexperience
sand does not heppem twice. But they might be eliminated if during training
they had to dig fox holes and then have tanks overrun their positions at
night,blesting away with cannon amil machine guns. Infiltreation by infantry
end armor is bound to ocour from time to time, Our treops mmst learm the

" best way to deal with it is testick tight in their dug in positicns.In™
discussing the need for night fighting training, it was sald that simplielty
is the greatest thing to strive for in night operetions.”

A report on observations in the European Theater,August 1,1943,by Maj. Gen.
Alvin Gillem stressed some factors in training for night operatioms:
" Armored elements must emphasize night operations in training. Armor cem and
does operate at night. Infantry must be trained to ride tanks forward at
night, Gemersl Patton emphasiszed the following points in reference to night
attacks 1n general.
1. Night atteoks to be simple in plan with detailed methods of training.
2. Platoon, Compeny, and Battalion Commandersto comtrol their umits by
use of different colored flashlights.
3. The use of trscer ammunition to indiecate flanks smd direotion line. "2
A successful night atteck is reported relatively early in the war by an observer
in the Italian Campaign,when our foroes were on the south bank of the Volturmo.
This attack was supported by armor sud moreover was & river orossing:by infantry
at night. The Bivision was held up for six days due to enemy small arms end sutomat i
weapons covering the river front and more infantry with larger weepons in 1}1;.1:1@
ditohes behind, Artillery could not reach them.This made petrolling diffioult and
nosessitated a night erossing. The imfantry regiments orossed at 0200 using 1ife
rafts. One Tank Destroyer Compsny snd one Tank Company waterproofed vehicles and
forded the river early in the morming, Supporting fires from these vehioles during
the night from the south bank were very successful, After oressing they were used ©
to bresk up an enemy counter attaek om the left ﬂu\k.zz

A veport on ebservatiens im Sicily dated 24 Ootober 1943 quotes General Patton

again & ¢ stating: " Night operstiong has such an important place ia war and i

g e,

A TR B - roat. Yo, L. Y. Iprl]l ,1043.p8
20,0bservers Report. HQ.A.G.F. Mk 30,1943, pS. Majer Allerton Cushman.
21, Maj. Gen Gilln,"!ogort of O.servations", Hq.Armored Command,l Aug.1943,pb.

22, Lt.Col Bridgewater, "Observers Reports on Italisn CsmpaignHq.A.G.F.7 Pobz.au
6 : ’. .




se dizliked by the §ermsn that we should specialize in 1%, @reat imprevements

in night work, particularly im eyesight, are produced by prectice.” And emn the
Africen campaign on the Tth of Ootober 1943: "The Germans frequently cownterattack
weakly held positions with small wnits shortly after dart,and. even if successful
would withdraw;eur morning attack if eomtact with the enemy was lost,we would

Mt thin atr.® 2 |

T2

hs. Ge}z. B.B.llorrh in observimg in North Africa brought out other reasons
for oomducting night attacks as early as November 1943.

* Night attacks are popular with all commsnders and have been extensively
enployed. They comsist of oocupying advence positions during darkness by
going slong trails in columns of twos or files and not atteoking en
positions over previously reeomnoiteréd terrain. The advantages are(l

exerts oomtinuous pressure on the ememy. (2)Prevents the enemy from laying
mine fields in his retreat.(3) The enemy exsswibes his positien more readily
ot night than day,reducing our casualties.(4) And lends contimuity to the
attack.The Germans intensely dislike these night oxcrttim.!t is impertant
thet troops receive extensive training for them.” “¢

In the cempeign in Italy, an observer reported as late as December and wp to
March,1944 that units were mot fellowing accepted dootrine: |

" The preparation for night attaocks must be carefully made with complete
recormsisssnce and detailed plemming. Ample time should be allowed %o
properly develope such plams end issue the nesessary orders. But frequently
this is not the case snd higher headquarters if they are oognisent of the
faot fails to hhed them. Movement should be slew and deliberate, with men .
feoling their way with their hands in areas that are mimed. Men should mot
fire their rifles in night attacks gren when fired upen. Bayomets and hand
grenades are far better weapoms.” 2

In the ssme report emother ebserved;" Night eperations ‘are the rule. Troops

unskilled in such eperatiocns suffered unduly uwntil they feund the answer to
26 :

operating in darkmess.”
Not a1l sttacks were sucoessful due to various reasens. The following two

exsmples of improper use of tanks at night 1s from & commanders narrative on the

Italian Cempeigns

® Night eperaticns of tenks sre hasardous and usually ineffective. At 160130
May 1944,Compeny D,766 Tenk Battalion was ordered to proceed to "C" %o gain
and maintain eomtect with the ememy and report all infermatiom. "Cc" 1is
lecated on & precipitous hill mass. One road was diffieoult to travel by day
e nd it was doudbtful if tanks could get up the hill in daylight. The tanks
went out snd eould report cmly antitenk fire er minmes hit. An imtelligent
eneny weuld revesl mething else. Tenks are me substitute for horse cavalry
or dismounted patrols. This eperation lessened the efficiency for the mextqy
"-0n"¢ June 1944, Task Foree Ellis was ordered to push en ‘without Peausel’
They had just finished sn engegement, The leading tank was hit by amti Sank
fire. If it burmed 1t would mean ethsr oasuslties. The persemnel lest sleep,
oould no”tzurrico their vehicles. The next day resulted in omly & short
advance, *7

) [ * » (] & * . .
24.Morris,Report en Observers Trip to North Africa Theater,Hq.A.G.F.Nev,43,p
25.Eakansen,Report of Observation,Hg.A.@.F.18 Dec.-10 Maroh 1944, p.ase
26.Willisms, Op. Cite p.29. '
27.Comaenders narrative, Italisn csmpaign,ll May-4 June 1944, p.2.Lt.Col Reg

7 , )
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. The Seventh U.8.Army was successful in the Vosges Mounteins and gives eredit
to night attacks as part of the reasons

" There were many night marches and attacks. Their success was due to
observemnce of dootrines limited objectives, reconneisgsance and preparstion.
Successful night attecks pay rich dividends. Our troops are better night
fighters than the Europeans. The American soldier seams to have imherited
something from his Indisn predecessor that u.!gl kim more skilled in night
fighting, operating by stealth in the dark,”

The Fifth U.S.Amy in the Mediterranian Thester in cwrreant questions
regarding infamtry eperstions are varied in their findings.0f the four divisioms
cited only eme was not in favor of night fighting except for limited objectives.

Soms ressons for their use was for surprise ,less casuslties and taking prominent

terrain features which "eoculd not be ebtained except by might attask which
demorslizes the enemy." Other commsnders seid "because: you have the enemy at:q
disadvantage as to where the main thrust is going to be made,render him unable to

use his reserves,and for the element of surprise.” The 88th Divigion commender

said" Most of the fighting in this division,in its advance north,has beem dome

at night and with good results.” In snswer to the question of the use of tanks ,
the G-3, 34th Divisiom stated: "Tanks were used four times in thés divisien

in & night sttaek whem we breke thru the Gethic Line but these were local attacks.

Tenks could only go as far in the enemy lines as the path cleared for them thru
the enemy mine fields by the advancing infantry.All ef eur night operations were
with the 762d Tank Battaliem." 2

A reporf o0f various observers in the Twelfth Army Group im Normandy,France
shows the results ef lessoms learned in previous reports:Maj.Gen.Robertson,

Commsnding the 2nd Infantry Divisien commented: " I censider hedgerew terraia

1deal for limited objeotive night operstions....Our plans provide for supporting

fires to inolude an artillery bu;rcge behind the area to prevemt the eseape of the
enemy....When wo have sonducted raids without such careful plemning, we frequently
have boen repulsed.” Reascms why might attacks were not made im the XIX U.S.Corps

were first the necessity of conforming to the movements of ether unitsyseoond ,

the high number of unseasoned replacements.The 29th Division discovered that the
Germans,when being attacked,at dusk withdrew their main defemee abeut three

hedgerows and by centimuing pressure an appreciable gain would be -mlo..m

mro ﬁnle,ﬁlorverl I‘PO&, Eolouo!o,Ig :‘nom-ol.‘ )
2900l Starlings, "Night Fighting™ A.@.F.Observers Beard »2¢ Nareh 1945 ppi
. B¢ Rebertemn, "Eight epouum-w Aug.1944,pp1-3.
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A disoussion of the forgoing reports has cb#ln s steady inorease in the use

of she night attack. The lessons learned in previeus work hes shown improved
technique, Let us next sonsider the night attdcks as conducted by several Armored

Divisions. After Action Reports disclesed specific attacks but omly those where

it wes sure that the action started at night are noted here. The first is
the lst Armored Divisions attacks toward ROME:

ral erders and soumter orders were
the attack thru the aight and

® Durimg the night of 3-4 June (1944),se
i1ssued te both commands,reference to push
sending a flying column iate ROME,

At 0005B,CC"B" was ordered to prooeed
initial objectives and be prepared to ¢
jumped off at 03546B,initially meeting no
mines, At F,... units started receiving
had to be employed in reducing an enemy
the flying column was sent outeceese

A% 0200 CC"A™was ordered to continue the attack which jumped off at 0341B,
moving thru "C" and highway Z.The first enemy resisted 7000 yards west of
Castel Gomdolfe in the form of enemy infaatry and S MarkVI takgi These tanks
fought s delaying action all the way to ROME,reached at 1300B?

all availedble routes to siese

inue the attack on Reme,The attack
position exoept blewn DdDridges amd
1l arms fire and the main forces
rong point, At 1330 that afternoon &

The 2nd Armored Division on the 23d of December,1944 in movimg from Belgium %o
Aaschen,Germany had a meeting engagement at niglit: A task foroe from CC"A" at 0100
sttacking south east toward "B",passed thru 'Oﬂ.md at 0215A an enemy column of
the 2nd Panzer Division was encountered tdmoi.kng north west on the same road.

A moonlight battle emsued, T.F."A"immediately #ployed its armor,infentry and
Tank Destroyers off both sides of the road and smbushed the enemy column with
the full fire power of the task force,throwing the ememy into confusion. Enemy
casualties were enormous. Atleast 15 enemy vehicles were knooked out and firing

by the light of burning wvehicles,the remainder Lt the column wee destroyed or

dispersed. Task Foroe "A" then coiled up for the night and resumed the attack at 063

of s village from 0330 to 0630, The task forse after two hours of night fighting

against an estimated battalion of enemy infantry and Mark V tanks halted the attack

On 6 Jenuary,1946 Combat Command "A" uttaokeja limited objeotive in the assault
which was resumed at 0830.
Agein om the lat of Marsh 1946 CC"B" lo.uneho:l{n attack at 0150 to siese the

Adolph Hitler bridge et UERDINGEN, capture it imteot snd gain a bridgehead. Ehis

oommand advancedthree miles against small arms fire and antl tank guns during darks

ness, At daylight a stiff fight emsuned. 82 \\

81. After Action Report , May- June 1944,% 9. 21,

32, After Aotiem Report, December 3944- Maroh 1945, 141.

9. !
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The 3rd Auo;ed Pivision in outting off the RUHR pooket from the south sent
Pagk Poroe Kane from Paderdbora to Lippstadt to meet the 2ad Armered Divisiom.

At 010300 April 1945 T.F.Kane moved out before first light meeting half hearted -
roiistmco from the many non German flak units. These units either fled or gave
up and the two divisions met at 1620 thet day.

The seme Sask foroe attacked as 0400 at Busdoerf where heavy fighting developed
rapidly on 3 March 1945. Here howsver the enemy were ocaught asleep and his lesses
were heavy. At 0830 the town was cleared, Task Force Doen at the same time found
the surprise of his night attack more complete. His ferce did not suffer a single
infantry casualty and his infantry led the way iato their tewmm, whioch was seoured
at 0615, Dom waited to let Ksne pass to atta ok the town "M"which was taken essy
The enemy whish would have withdrawn to "M" were destroyed earlier.

Earlier the attack of Cologne was launched at 0400, All the Task foroes attacked
{n thelr sones. Resistance en the right was scatésred and light while on the lef¥
of the oity it was mere stubborn. The town was entered at 07%0.

In the Remagen Bridgehead this division passed thru the lst Imfantry Division
at 0400 on the 28th of March where immediate comtact with the enemy was made.

A 12 mile gain was made that day. 53 '

The 4th Armored DivisionIn the attack of Bastogne at 220600 December 1944,
advanced northtoward Martelange in freesing temperature and ice om the roads,
and resched it at 2100. Here the attack oontimued thru the might and at 23 0300
the town was oleared of the 5th Para Division. On the 28th of Maroh,1945 this
Division orossed the Maim River and met basooka and small arms fire at 0300 but
went 62 miles later against no resistance. 34

The results of these examples of tank aotion prove the success of using night
attacks. Some of the se attaocks were to expleit a success,prepare for attacks for
the morning,and to gain surprise.

The Sth Armmored Division found as early as August 1944 that 1% was not feasible
%o have armor ed columme %o attack at night,since enemy infantry oan get im clese
%0 tanks at night. In September it found that the ememy engeaged wore ia night

attacks in order to limit the effect of our artillery and fighter bombers and his

knowledge of the terrain. 3

The 6th Armored Division attacked in Maroh at early morning hours. Seme attacks

develeped st 0400 and 0430, It toek eix tomms to the Rhine River eme meraing

start at 0400 and en at 0800 and us a light tank o to olear enemy
or Actlion Heport, Maroh-Apr ,
s4.After Aotion Report,Narohl945,26.
36.After Aotion Roport,August,1944—Apr111945,1912- 10,




infantry from the sowns. 36.

A detailed acosunt of an attack on & town on the Rear River by the Armored
Seation of the First; Army was the method used by most of the units in Germany,.
Prior planning entailed tanks ,infantry and tank destroyers to advance en the
town under eover of artillery. Phase lines were used up to the town feor comtrel.
Infantry rede the tanks up to the town. In actuality the artillery kept the enemy
in the basements and 1it up the objéotive.!ho infantry led the tanks into the
town, This attack started at 2130 and the objeotive was takem at 0200, There
were no ocasuslties in the tanks but 7 infantry were wsaswmmliies. 200 prisoners
wese tekenin this aotion. The loocoiu learned were te approach as oclese to the

town as possible defore primary weapons opened up. Use tracer fire to line up tar

sargets. To identify tanks shoot emall arms fire straight up. Dont light up any
inflammabdle objects on the advance march since it will illumimate the colum.
Finally short bursts from tank machine guns hiaders the enemy from serolng in on
the tanks. >7
With all the foregoing actions it might be assumed that night attacks were
elways advantagecus. Suoh is not the case. Before ordering tanks into sotiom,
it should be remembered that gunners cannot see thru unlighted sights. That
was what the 191s% Tank Battalion had to experience. However,fhe latest sights
now adopted by tank ers are lighted for night ectiom. Amother facter that has
boen corrected is the cutting down of the sheet of fla me from tank exhausts.
Tank noise is another faeter that has deen eliminated to a lmtod'dogreo.
The use of infantry with tanks at night aids to remder the tankers'imherent
blindness less aggravating., In recompense the tank is a morale faotor to the
infantry. 38 Searchlights have been used to some degree in the ET0 as artificlal
moonlight to the sdvantage of the attacking units. When placed ima defiladed
position, om a night whem there is mo fog or mist, they emit light equal to
three fourths moonlight. They must not silhouette the troops but must reflect
light down from the olouds and blind the enemy. 39 When the technigue of
fighting at night is improved evem more,commanders will use the aight te

attack not merely because daylight attacks are too expemsive or because the

daylight attack failed to accomplish the missicm. Night oombat inoreanses in impor

$6. Kfter Aotion Neport, Narch 1045, S17.
~ 37. Leve, A.8.5t.Col."Atsack of A Town en the Roar River] Armered Sectiem,
Headquarters FirstbU.8.Army.17 Aprillo4s,p.l.
$8. After Action Report,August,1943-November,1943, 227U.
$9. C&G.S.School,"Problem in Night Attack",26 July 1945, C3-9.
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temoce in winter operations due to the lomg nights. The habitual use of night
operations im winter campaigning is extremely probable smd should be antisipated
in the traimimg period., If the enemy oan be foroed to abandon his shelters
quiokly while improperly olothed and to operate without these clothes and eqipment
for a considerable perioed left in his bivousc ares, he will suffer numerous
easualtios from exposure and the morale and efficiency of his forses will be
seriously impaired. 40 This is what resulted to a limited degree to the fermens .
an the lass exsmple of a night atteck in whioch I participated. This acthen teok
place in Luxembourg in Jenusry 1946, As verified from the After Action Reports

of the 6th Cavalry Group and the 28th Cawvelry Squadrom in its report of the
Ardennes Campaign of Decemberld44 to Jenmary 1945.(Note: See acoompanying sketok.)
The ullits imn the 6th Cavelry Greup ia this menth were Hq and Hq Troop,6th Cav Gps
6 Cavalry Ron Sq,mecs; 28 th Cawvalry 8q,meos; Cempany C,602 Tank Destreyer Bn;

. Company B,2934 Engimeer (C) PEnj and Battery C,263 Field Artillery Bm.

* Barly on the morning of the 22nd January the 6th Squadron pushed on dismowmn
ed , vehicles fellowing,entered Eschweiler and sent patrols to the Clerf
River,(Note: following the ocoupetin of Wilts, the 26 th Infantry Division and
90th Divisiens had oomtinued the attack to the NorthEast against very light
9pposisioni -First U.S.Army had reached 83t Vith) The right flank of III Corps
was expesed te enemy ferces remaining west of the Clerf River,sccordiagly
the 8th Cavalry Group was assiganed s zome om the right ef the 26 Divisiea,
extending to the east to the Clerf River, At 211400A 28th Cavalry Squadron
moved,mounted, from Wilts,thru the 26 Division ares,and passed thru the 8 th
Cavalry Squadren at Klbinossheid in the eveming. 6th Squadren outposted the
high ground alemg the west bamk of the Clerf from Drauffel to Wilwerwiléz.
The 28th Squadren eontimued moving nerth,aslow,difficult movement.Passiag
thru Welocherdange with no ememy contact, the advence elements reached Eselbos
in the hour befere daylight and ecoupied the town. The Geommand Post entered
the tewn immediately behind the combat element. With morning came the report
of Civilians that the ememy now withdrawn to the east bemk of the Clerf had
been surprised,mot oxpoota; the Amerieans for amother 36 hours,so rapid

had been the movement,

This is as the Group Headquarters reported the actémm. From thbsview point,this

incident is covered in more detail, by the 28th Cavalry 8quadrenm.

" A% 221200A,Janusry,the Squadrom Commeander received verbdal orders to
continue the attack te the morth,pass thru elements of the 6th Sawvalry

snd protect III Corps right flamk until pinched eut nerth of Eselbern.The
Squadren started the movement north with Troop A leading fellewed by the Sq
Advance C,P.;Troop C and 1 platoon of Cempany B,293d Engineers attached. Ome
platéon Compsny C, €02 TD Bn marched in rear of Iroop A's Advemoe Guard plat.
The roads to the morth were met oleared of mines andd esmsequently the colwumn
used the route Frem Wiseler to Darembach, Two miles Bast of Darembach an
abatis was emcountered. This was cleared and the Squadron arrived at Esohweld
at 1500 where orders were received to agaim comtimue the advamoe to the Nerth,
Troop A eonstructed a bridge one mile north of Esohweller and the Squadrea o
moved to Welohsrdange where it emcountered sniper fire at 221900. This towmn
was oleared of snipers and the oolumn ocontizued until stopped by enemy nines

m.nﬂm 1s Extreme Cold, November,1044,pe 128¢
41, After Aotion Report ,December,1944-Jemuary,1946, 306.
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one wile west of lsjlbon &t 222030A, Twe M-8 Armered Cars of Troop A ran
over miznes sad were pub out of action. Troop A dismownted eme-pleatoon of
sm1 snd sdvenned into Bgelborm liberating the tewn et 330100, Light resistaac
was emcounbered in killing two of the enemy snd taking two as prisoners.The
mine fields were dypassed by the vehicles and the celwm entered the towa

at 02%0 snd immediately elements of Troop A and Troop C were ordered to
outpost the town and to semad patrols to the porth and east.....During the
merning of 33 January Troops A and C ocentinued to clear the enemy from the
vioinity of Eselborn and Tygep C captured an enemy outpost 250 yards east of

the Squadrea ferward CP."
Gemtlemen,you have been told of the charasteristios of the night attacks You n

have roliszed the difficulties that are inmheremt to these special eperstioms.

The pregress in their use has showma a develepement in their tecimique and even
though the Divisions oited here gave us fow examples of might actiens we must no
forget their adventages. Remember,night attaoks by field units beocomes more

suocessful as we learn the capabilities and limitatiems of the individual

soldier to fwnotien im periods of darkmess aad as the tecimique of employment
3

keeps pace with the new developments in imstruments and oquipunt.‘
ATo srVITH
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